
CRABS OF HIGHLAND SHORES  

�0�2�1�7�$�*�8�·�6 CRAB  Lophozozymus  incisus  �² Claws  dark  brown  to  black . Carapace  teeth  obtuse,  shallow -
furrowed  between . Legs  sparsely  hairy  except  joint  adjacent  to  body  (merus) . Compare  with  �5�L�V�V�R�·�V crab .  

Measurements are maximum carapace widths.          You can download crab field guides at www.slef.org.uk  

SHORE  CRAB  Carcinus  maenas  �² Our  commonest  
crab . Often  dark  green . Carapace  with  acute,  curved  
teeth,  rear  legs  without  paddles . 

On Highland seashores there are at least nine sorts of crab of which only two are familiar : the 
edible crab (left) and the shore crab (right) . The rest are found where there are more specialised 
conditions that suit them, often in the narrow cavities underneath boulders. Crabs tend to be more 
plentiful,  not to mention bigger �± edible crabs especially �± farther  out to sea. They begin their  lives 
on the lower shore and migrate to deep waters as they mature.  

EDIBLE  CRAB  Cancer  pagarus  �² Our  biggest  shore -
living  crab,  carapace  width  up  to  150  mm . The  edge  
of  the  carapace  is  crimped  like  a pie -crust . 

HAIRY  CRAB  Pilumnus  hirtellus  �² Our  smallest  crab,  
easily  mistaken  for  a baby  shore  crab,  but  �L�W�·�V hairy  
all  over  and  its  claws  are  asymmetrical .  

VELVET  SWIMMING  (or  �¶�'�(�9�,�/�·�� CRAB  Necora  puber  
�² Our  fiercest  crab,  so  pick  up  with  care . Velvety  
carapace . Orange -fringed  paddles  and  red  eyes . 

HARBOUR  SWIMMING  CRAB  Liocarcinus  depurator  �² 
Carapace  plain  with  two  arcs  of  small  dots . Paddles  
deep  violet,  fringed  brown . 

WRINKLED  SWIMMING  CRAB  Liocarcinus  
corrugatus  �² Carapace  distinctly  corrugated,  like  no  
other  crab . Paddles  brown,  fringed  yellow . 

MARBLED  SWIMMING  CRAB  Liocarcinus  marmoreus  
�² Carapace  variously  patterned . Paddles  light  blue,  
barely  fringed . 

�5�,�6�6�2�·�6 CRAB  Xantho  pilipes  �² Claws  dark . 
Carapace  teeth  acute,  thorn -like,  deeply  furrowed  
between . All  legs  hairy . Compare  �0�R�Q�W�D�J�X�·�V crab . 
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